MEN OF POWER
of the ablest scholars and writers of New England in
that day. Out of it grew the Anthology Club, and out
of it, in turn, the great Boston Athenaeum Library.
In the midst of these happy labors he died at the age
of forty-two, leaving his widow with six children, all
under ten, and with nothing for capital except a noble
family tradition and a good library. Ralph Waldo was
then eight years old.
His Mother. Fortunately, the widow was no stranger
either to high thinking or to simple living.   The church
continued her husband's salary for six months, voted
her five hundred dollars a year for seven years, and al-
lowed her to remain in the manse for three years.   She
took in boarders, worked early and late, taught her sons
to help with the housework, and kept the family ex-
penses at a minimum.   Ralph and his brother Edward
had one overcoat between them and took turns wearing
it    Even so, the family occasionally went hungry.
When this happened, they had a way of meeting it:
Aunt Mary Moody Emerson would gather the children
around her and console them with stories of heroic en-
durance!   Yet Mrs. Emerson was much more than a
faithful household drudge striving to feed and clothe
her children.   She was a woman of rare strength of
character, deep resources of spirit, gentle manners, nat-
ural grace, and quiet dignity.
Aunt Mary Moody Emerson. No account of Emer-
son's background is adequate that omits the vigorous
role played by his stern and wise and altogether amazing
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